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A Christmas Message from Bishop Shane... 

 
" ... In our families and communities, we can look for the signs of hope and 

inspiration around us, and take time to celebrate them and show our 

appreciation." 

 
I was fortunate to spend most of October in Rome as a member of Pope Francis’ Synod for a Synodal Church. While 

the streets of Rome are always busy and somewhat chaotic, there was an extra dimension this year. Everywhere I 

turned, roads were blocked off and buildings and monuments were covered over with signs that read ‘in restauro’ 

(‘under restoration’), in preparation for the Jubilee Year that commences on Christmas Eve. Every twenty-five years, 

we celebrate a jubilee of the birth of Jesus. The restauro should be finished in time for next year’s jubilee, so that the 

forty million pilgrims who are expected in Rome will be able to travel around on a brand-new metro line as they visit 

the various restored monuments and churches. 

 

Next year’s jubilee has been named the Jubilee Year of Hope. It’s a simple message, and one that we need at least 

as much as Rome needs a new metro line and freshly restored buildings. We are surrounded by so many events that 

undermine hope. Wars continue in Ukraine and the Holy Land, violence has now spilled over into Lebanon, and there 

is terrible suffering for the civilian populations in all these places, with injuries and deaths, homes destroyed, 

residents displaced, and severe shortages of food and medical help. 

 

This suffering is felt around the world, with protests calling for political action, and direct threats to many Jewish 

communities, including this month’s shameful arson attack on a Melbourne synagogue. In political and social life, 

there seems to be a growing fragmentation, anger and distrust, which makes cooperation and constructive action 

ever more difficult. We are fortunate that this is less pronounced in Australia than in some parts of the world, but 

there are concerning signs here too. 

 

So a Jubilee of Hope is very timely. Even without joining the crowds in Rome, each of us can celebrate a jubilee of 

hope. In our families and communities, we can look for the signs of hope and inspiration around us, and take time to 

celebrate them and show our appreciation. 

 

In our Church context, I think the Synod for a Synodal Church has itself been a great experience of hope. The 

various consultative stages around the world have themselves drawn an astonishing number of people into 

contributing to a shared undertaking, and its two sessions in Rome, held last year and this year, have been a 

prophetic event in a world where fragmentation and distrust are so dominant. 

 

Dialogue, listening and working together in a collaboration that respects differences and tensions have built a 

commitment to renew our Church as a communion that proclaims God’s welcome and love, inviting all the baptised to 

take up Jesus’ mission of building up the reign of God. Our challenge throughout the Church over the coming years 

will be to take the insights and decisions of the Synod and ensure that they are acted on in concrete ways in all the 

dimensions of our life together. 
 

This is not a new mission, of course. It began at the first moment that God brought creation to life, and reached its 

most concrete form in the life and ministry of Jesus, whose birth we celebrate again at Christmas. He proclaimed 

God’s gift of peace and love, and his utter commitment to this, even to giving his life on the cross, leads to our 

ultimate source of hope in the new life of his resurrection. 
 

As we come together in our families and communities this Christmas, alongside the joy and excitement of gathering 

together there will be experiences of tension and disappointment, which again invite us to be people who embody 

hope and love. Jesus’ message of joy and peace calls us to renew our commitment to ensure that each person we 

meet is valued and respected, that their voice is heard, and that practical actions are taken to respond to the needs 

around us. As we strive for that, we take confidence in the faithful love of the God who sent Jesus amongst us and 

who promises to continue walking with us as we go forward together on our journey. 

 

As we prepare to begin the Jubilee Year of Hope, I wish each of you and those you love the joy, peace and hope of 

this Christmas season 
 



 

Christmas Message from Fr. Uday 
 

One of the German mystic Angelus Silesius said that “Christ could be born a 
thousand times in Bethlehem – but all in vain until He is born in me.” He means 
that Jesus must be reborn in our heart during this season of Advent and every 
day of our lives, radiating his love, kindness, mercy, forgiveness, and spirit of 
humble service to the world through our lives. 
 
Christmas is more than just something that we do, or something we give. In fact, 
Christmas is about someone, and this someone has a name, Jesus- ‘the Christ’, 
‘the Messiah’, the Emmanuel, the God-with-us, the God who humbly came down 
from his throne in heaven, and chose to be born in a lowly manger-from a poor 
family- a saviour who has been born to us (Lk 2:11), the ‘true light that enlightens 
all people (Jn 1:9). 
 
God is so in love with us that he wanted to become like one of us, not to put 
himself lower but to lift us up higher. In love, he willed to become part of our 
human story, in order for us to become part of the Divine story. In love he was 
born for us because he wanted us to be part not just of the ‘Good story’ but of the 
‘God-story.’ 
 
This is indeed worth celebrating and worth rejoicing. Let us endeavour this time 
therefore, to encounter in a more real and personal way the Lord who has come 
to live with us and to live among us.  
 
Many times, in our life, God wants to come. But oftentimes we say, "God not now. 
I am not ready." Yes, at times we fail to acknowledge Jesus coming to our lives, 
because, we feel uncomfortable with him. Our personal "inn" is full now, of many 
things that the world has offered to us, the latest gadgets, the irrelevance of 
religion in our lives, the discomfort and uneasiness we feel when we talk of God, 
of Jesus, and of other religious stuff. We no longer have room for Jesus in our 
lives.  
 
This CHRISTMAS time then challenges us to make room for CHRIST in our 
personal "INNS". And not just that, but to make him the CENTER of our INN. It's 
hard I know, because Jesus CHRIST, may comfort the afflicted, but he also 
afflicts the comfortable. But if we just make him the center of our lives, then we 
can proudly and sincerely say to each other...CHRIST is in me and in all of us. 
He is the reason for this season. 

 

I wish you all a very 
Happy Christmas 
and a grace-filled 
New Year 2025! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

This is the lesson of Christmas: humility is the great condition for 
faith, for the spiritual life and for holiness. May the Lord grant it to 
us as a gift. 
 

Pope Francis 


