
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time                                                           Sunday 17 August 2025 

    Readings  
         for  
    this week: 

Jeremiah 38:4-6, 8-10 
Hebrews 12:1-4 
Luke 12:49-53 

  Readings 
        for  
  next Sunday 

Isaiah 66:18-21 
Hebrews 12:5-7, 11-13 
Luke 13:22-30 

 

 
 

Liturgical Jottings 
Liturgy and Charity I 

In the New Testament the word 
"liturgy" refers not only to the 
celebration of divine worship but 
also to the proclamation of the 
Gospel and to active charity. In all 
of these situations it is a question 
of the service of God and 
neighbour. 
In a liturgical celebration the 
Church is servant in the image of 
her Lord,  she shares in Christ's 
priesthood (worship), which is both 
prophetic (proclamation) and 
kingly (service of charity): 
Catechism of the Catholic Church 
no. 1070 
Charity is not just an abstract 
concept but a living virtue that 
should be cultivated and expressed 
in all aspects of Christian life, 
including liturgical participation 
and works of service. Liturgy, in 
turn, provides the framework and 
inspiration for growing in charity, 
making it a vital component of the 
Christian journey. 
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Looking at the Readings 
Jeremiah and Jesus were both men of peace. Jeremiah and Jesus 
preached repentance of sin and a change of heart. Jeremiah’s words 
were rebuked by the king and the people under the king’s influence. The 
words, miracles and witness of Jesus were scorned by the elders and 
rulers of his day. The prophet and the Christ challenged their opponents: 
Jeremiah wanted repentance and conversion as the instruments to 
counter the threat of war and certain defeat at the hands of the 
Babylonian army. Jesus preached and taught forgiveness and the power 
of love to defeat the enemy within people’s hearts and bring true 
freedom. 

Jeremiah’s prophecies of destruction stood as a warning for the nation. 
Jesus’ image of a blazing fire and words of division likewise stood as a 
wake-up call to the complacent and those rejecting his message. 
Jeremiah and Jesus are men of peace: we are called to listen and turn 
back to God. 

Ther image of the well, a storage of water vital to life became a place of 
impending death for Jeremiah. “And in the mud, he sank” dramatized 
well the predicament he faced and difficulties that we may all face The 
image of the blazing fire alludes to a fire that destroys, a fire that purifies 
and a fire that provides baking, melding and warmth serves as 
necessary instrument for change and renewal that we all must 
experience. 

Words of Pope Leo 
The ministry of St Peter is distinguished precisely by this self-sacrificing 
love, because the Church of Rome presides in charity and its true 
authority is the charity of Christ. It is never a question of capturing others 
by force, by religious propaganda or by means of power. Instead, it is 
always and only a question of loving as Jesus did. Inaugural Homily 
given by Pope Leo XIV, 18 May 2025 

Prayer for the Week 

God of fire and light, you draw your servants out of darkness and 
out of the mud of human difficulties. Lead us by your light, so that 
we may find you and rejoice. Help us to persevere in hope and to 
grow in faith, that we may give you thanks and sing your praise, 
through Christ, our Light. 

Quote of the Day 
Courage is almost a contradiction in terms. It means a strong desire to 
live taking the form of readiness to die. G K Chesterton 

On the Fire Lighter Side 
Which English king invented the fireplace?  

Alfred the Grate.  

What do you call a jacket that goes up in flames? A blazer. 

Sacred Heart Parish 
Tatura 

Parish Priest: Fr Uday Kumar Marneni ALCP/OSS 



 

The 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year C asks us to be honest. Are we ready to follow 
Jesus, even when it brings trouble? Are we willing to stand with Him, even when others 

turn away? This Sunday helps us look at our own faith with clear eyes. 

 
I have come to set the earth on fire, and how I wish it were already blazing! 

Luke 12:49 

 

 

 

For those who have 
died and those who 
are grieving 

 

For those whose  
  Mary Smith, Denise Woodman, Tom Deane, Vincenzo Cassetta 

Please email or 
contact the Parish 

Office to add 

anniversary occurs at 
this time 

names to our 
prayer list 

Our sick and their 
carers 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Plate Collection and Envelope 
Thank you so much for your generosity 

and support of the parish. 

May God bless you always. 
 

Last week:  $644.70 
 

St Donato Collection:   $570.00 

Ladies Cuppa & Chat 
 

1st Wednesday of each month at 2pm in St 

Mary’s Hall. All welcome. 
 

The next one will be next 
Wednesday 3rd September. 

ROSTERS FOR THE NEXT  
TWO WEEKS 

 

Sunday 24th August 10:30am (Fr Morley) 
Commentator:        Debbie Worm        
Reader:  ??? 
Gospel Procession: Sheila Gregg 
Gifts:    D Corrigan & P Moroney 
Eucharistic Minister:   Ross Kelly 
Screen Operator:   Steve De Lai 
Music Operator: Trish Warnett    
Money Counters:  Lou & Debbie Worm 
  
Sunday 31st August 10:30am (Fr Grace) 
                    School Led Mass   
Money Counters:  Evert Worm & Lou Worm 
 

 

Saturday Mass times for 1st & 3rd Sunday of 
the Month 

 

6:00pm (Oct – Mar)  5:00pm (Apr-Sep) 
 

We thank all of our volunteers for their 
assistance during Mass. 

 

Three Week Mass Timetable 
Week Commencing 20th August 

 
 

No weekday or Saturday Masses while Fr Uday is 
away 

There will be a liturgy on Wednesdays and Fridays 
at 9:15am in the Nun’s Chapel while Fr Uday is 

away. 

Weekend Masses 
Sunday 24th August  10:30am (Fr Morley) 
Sunday 31st August  10:30am (Fr Grace) 
Sunday 7th September  10:30am (Fr Grace) 

Monthly events 
Anointing Mass every 1st Wednesday Mass at 9:15am  
Italian Rosary every 2nd Friday at 2pm in the Church 
Reconciliation every 1st Saturday of the month (30 
minutes before Mass) 
 

Saturday evening Masses: 1st & 3rd Sunday of the month 
4th Sunday of the month:   Shared lunch in St Mary’s Hall 
 

Next Shared Lunch:  Sunday 24th August 
Please add your name to the list in the Narthex. 

 
. 

 

 
 
 
 

  
 

The 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year C asks us to 
be honest. Are we ready to follow Jesus, even when it 

brings trouble?  
Are we willing to stand with Him, even when others 
turn away? This Sunday helps us look at our own 

faith with clear eyes. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Safeguarding in Our Parish 

As part of our obligations under the Child Safe Standards we have a responsibility to 
ensure that our volunteers have been provided with training regarding the safety of 

children, young people, and adults at risk. There is an online module (Salt) aimed at all 
volunteers to ensure you have an understanding of the National Principles for Child Safe 

Organisations, National Catholic Safeguarding Standards and the Victorian Child Safe 
Standards. If you completed this two years ago it is now due to be completed again, if you 

haven’t already done so. 

A copy of your Certificate is required to be held at the Parish Office. Please give it to Debbie 
Worm or Debbie Turvey ASAP. 

If you require further information or assistance please see Debbie Turvey after Mass today 
in the Narthex. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Sacred Heart Parish, Tatura 
PO Box 110 Tatura VIC 3616 

Phone: 0436 112 232 
Email: tatura@sandhurst.catholic.org.au 

Website: http://www.sacredheartparishtatura.com.au 
Facebook: Sacred Heart Catholic Parish Tatura 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT TO COUNTRY 
We turn our hearts and minds to the people of the 
Yorta Yorta nation, who have occupied this country 

for thousands of years. We pay respect to their 
elders past, present and emerging, and commit to 

walking alongside First Nation Australians in 
truth, justice and reconciliation. 

Lord, help us to stay faithful to You, even when it is hard. Give us the courage to face challenges 
with trust in Your guidance. May Your love burn within us, changing us into the people You call us 

to be.    
Amen. 

 
Our liturgical calendar is full of Social Justice celebrations over 

the next couple of months beginning with Social Justice Sunday 
on Sunday 31st August, followed by the Season of Creation from 

1 September to 4 October and, within that space, we also have 
Migrant & Refugee Sunday 28 September. 

 

Safeguarding in Our Parish 

As part of our obligations under the Child Safe Standards we have a responsibility to ensure that 
our volunteers have been provided with training regarding the safety of children, young people, and 

adults at risk. There is an online module (Salt) aimed at all volunteers to ensure you have an 
understanding of the National Principles for Child Safe Organisations, National Catholic 

Safeguarding Standards and the Victorian Child Safe Standards. If you completed this two years 
ago it is now due to be completed again, if you haven’t already done so. 

 
A copy of your Certificate is required to be held at the Parish Office. Please give it to Debbie Worm 

or Debbie Turvey ASAP. 
 

If you require further information or assistance please see Debbie Turvey after Mass today in the 
Narthex. 

 

Gospel Reflection:               The Fire That Changes Us 

The Gospel for the 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year C speaks of fire, which often 
represents God. Throughout the Bible, fire shows God’s presence, like the burning 
bush or the pillar of fire that guided the Israelites. In our worship, fire is also 
important. The Easter candle and baptismal candles remind us of the light of Christ. 

Fire has the power to change things. It melts wax, purifies metals, and cooks food, 
making it safe to eat. But fire can also destroy if we do not respect it. Fire can shake 
things up, burning away what is harmful and leaving only what is good. 

This is how the fire of God works in our lives. The 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Year C invites us to let the fire of Christ take hold of us. This fire can change us in 
ways we might not expect. It can challenge our old habits and ways of thinking. 
Though it might be uncomfortable, this change is necessary for us to grow closer to 
God. The fire of God’s love warms and lights our path, guiding us to be the people 
He calls us to be. 

 

mailto:tatura@sandhurst.catholic.org.au
http://www.sacredheartparishtatura.com.au/


DIOCESE NEWS – 17/8/25 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Bishop Shane will celebrate a Mass of Thanksgiving (Farewell Mass) at Sacred Heart 

Cathedral, Bendigo, on Sunday 7 September 2025. 
He will be installed as Archbishop of Brisbane at St Stephen's Cathedral, Brisbane on 

Thursday 11 September. 
After Bishop Shane's Installation, the Consultors will elect a priest to serve as Diocesan 

Administrator until a new bishop is appointed. 

 
CCR Pilgrims of Hope Renewal Day 
Catholic Charismatic Renewal Sandhurst are holding a Pilgrims of Hope Renewal Day 
(Jeremiah 29:11-14). Come along for a time of praise and worship, fellowship, faith formation, 
understanding gifts of the Holy Spirit. The day includes celebration of Charismatic Mass with Fr 
Arun Korlakanti, the Spiritual Chaplain for CCR. 
Saturday 6th September 2025 from 9.30am to 3.00pm 
St Brendan’s Knight St. Shepparton at Mons Peter Jeffrey Centre 
Lunch: Please bring a plate to share 
All are welcome! 
Contact: Brigita Hore: 0412 042 196 Mary Zobec: 0427 190 282 Denise Illot: 0407 506 813 

National Pilgrimage and Reflection Days of Hope 
Jubilee Year of Hope Series 
17 Sept, 19 November: 
All are welcome to join for a series of Wednesdays dedicated to prayer, reflection and faith 
enrichment, inspired by the 2025 Year of Hope, accompanied by Sr Virginia Bourke, rsj, held at 
Mary MacKillop Place. For more information or questions: ministries@mmp.org.au 

Pilgrimage 9-20 September 2025: 
Led by Sr Annie Bond, a Sister of Saint Joseph of the Sacred Heart, this pilgrimage focuses on 
prayer and reflection as in integral part of the pilgrimage. The pilgrimage starts in Melbourne and 
ends in Sydney at the tomb of Saint Mary MacKillop. 
All are welcome. Contact: national.pilgrimage@mmp.org.au 

 
An opportunity for your consideration… 
The Catholic Women’s Network is hosting the Anointed Women's Conference in Sydney on 
Saturday September 27, featuring keynote speaker Sr Miriam James Heidland SOLT. 
The event is a time to gather with other women of faith and be reminded that you were created 
with purpose, chosen by God, and anointed by the Holy Spirit to live fully and freely in your 
vocation. 
Through worship, fellowship, and inspiring talks, you'll have space to reflect, be renewed in 
prayer, and hear messages that speak to the heart of womanhood in today’s world. 
Find out more and register at https://catholicwomensnetwork.org/conference/ 

mailto:ministries@mmp.org.au
mailto:national.pilgrimage@mmp.org.au
https://www.facebook.com/CatholicWomensNetwork0?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVwfthcVUkX4UzpWATGqUxYhtvBLdCZ-jhpRAAivJ5E4cI_gaZjkiVLPppZUrLVBzi5KUhqQKTya6ztB1PMd34FAUI4Q2jz_CzeT6O8pwxM8Qm0icnq7480Xbr-U_eQXAVKnneldG2TMWM13VVPR1T7GeVhhK9sU4LQmDgJCQuF9lMC0QVdusn0CVvAATL51mfQWqjJUn_mEVG3qaecYTHJJjG-BULuM9qnQeuJL_cZDA&__tn__=-%5dK-y-R
https://catholicwomensnetwork.org/conference/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExT2pWeUlHSHVRMW04a28zegEeKyUHjSNTeM-Ej9zYiR63j3NOzqOqQ9qcQz8HiU7iewz0YwqQmOFhaF_YOHg_aem_SM0MKUl86BjFjey_gKSAog


90 YEARS OF WORSHIP STRATHMERTON 
We invite everyone to join the celebration of 90 years of worship at ST PATRICK'S 

STRATHMERTON on Saturday 13th September 2025 
Mass at 6pm with refreshments and fellowship to follow at The Railway Hotel Strathmerton. 

Contact: Colleen 0429334458 or Chris 042873488 

The Season of Creation is approaching. The Season of Creation is celebrated from September 1, 
World Day of Prayer for Creation, until October 4, Feast of St Francis of Assisi. 

 
The International Committee has launched this year’s the theme - PEACE WITH 
CREATION: Creation will find peace when justice is restored. There is still hope and the 
expectation for a peaceful Earth. To hope in a biblical context does not mean to stand still and 
quiet, but to act, pray, change, and reconcile with Creation and the Creator in unity, repentance, 
and solidarity. Season of Creation action: Debt Campaign 

 
And we, in Sandhurst, will again mark this event with an outdoor Mass celebrated by our Vicar 
General, Fr Joe Taylor, on Friday 5th September. Please mark this date on your parish 
calendars. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 



 

  
SANDHURST CELEBRATION of SEASON OF CREATION: You’re all invited to come and celebrate 
our Care for Creation at Huntly Streamside Reserve (from Huntly, turn west into Leans Rd then right 
at Reserve sign) on Friday 5th September, beginning with Mass at 11am celebrated by Fr Joe 
Taylor, blessing & commissioning with native plants for parish representatives followed by Picnic 
Lunch. BYO chairs encouraged although some seating available. Sausage sizzle provided or BYO 
lunch if preferred. BYO hot/cold drinks; BYO water bottles. EVERYONE is invited and encouraged to 
come along and celebrate in this beautiful bush setting. RSVP not essential but if you & friends are 
coming then texting 0408 579 904 would be helpful.     
 



A SERVICE OF THE SOCIETY OF ST PAUL 
Unauthorised reproduction of this bulletin prohibited.  
Published with ecclesiastical approval by ST PAULS 
PUBLICATIONS, PO Box 906, Strathfield NSW 2135.   
Tel 02 9394 3400  Email: sales@stpauls.com.au  Scripture 
readings taken from The Jerusalem Bible, © 1966 Hodder & 
Stoughton Ltd. All rights reserved. Psalm text from The Psalms, 
A New Translation, © 1963, The Grail (England), HarperCollins. New 
translation of the Order of Mass from The Roman Missal © 2010, 
International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. 
All rights reserved. Artwork by Sr Dorothy Woodward rsj. Layout, 
commentaries and illustrations © St Pauls Publications, 2025. 
No 2103. Website: www.stpauls.com.au

Batch 83

Fr Michael Trainor

FIRST READING Jer 38:4-6, 8-10

A reading from the prophet Jeremiah

You bore me to be a man of strife for the whole world.
The king’s leading men spoke to the king. ‘Let 
Jeremiah be put to death: he is unquestionably 
disheartening the remaining soldiers in the city, 
and all the people too, by talking like this. The 
fellow does not have the welfare of this people 
at heart so much as its ruin.’ ‘He is in your 
hands as you know,’ King Zedekiah answered 
‘for the king is powerless against you.’ So they 
took Jeremiah and threw him into the well of 
Prince Malchiah in the Court of the Guard, 
letting him down with ropes. There was no 
water in the well, only mud, and into the mud 
Jeremiah sank.
 Ebed-melech came out from the palace and 
spoke to the king, ‘My lord king,’ he said ‘these 
men have done a wicked thing by treating the 
prophet Jeremiah like this: they have thrown 
him into the well where he will die.’ At this 
the king gave Ebed-melech the Cushite the 
following order: ‘Take three men with you 
from here and pull Jeremiah out of the well 
before he dies.’

 ■ The word of the Lord.

RESP PSALM Ps 39:2-4, 18. R. v. 14

R. Lord, come to my aid!

1. I waited, I waited for the Lord / and he 
stooped down to me; / he heard my cry. R.

2. He drew me from the deadly pit, / from the 
miry clay. / He set my feet upon a rock / and 
made my footsteps firm. R.

3. He put a new song into my mouth, / praise 
of our God. / Many shall see and fear / and 
shall trust in the Lord. R.

4. As for me, wretched and poor, / the Lord 
thinks of me. / You are my rescuer, my help, / 
O God, do not delay. R.

SECOND READING Heb 12:1-4

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews

Let us bear patiently the struggle placed upon us.
With so many witnesses in a great cloud on 
every side of us, we too, then, should throw off 
everything that hinders us, especially the sin 
that clings so easily, and keep running steadily 
in the race we have started. Let us not lose 
sight of Jesus, who leads us in our faith and 
brings it to perfection: for the sake of the joy 
which was still in the future, he endured the 
cross, disregarding the shamefulness of it, and 
from now on has taken his place at the right 
of God’s throne. Think of the way he stood 
such opposition from sinners and then you 
will not give up for want of courage. In the 
fight against sin, you have not yet had to keep 
fighting to the point of death.

 ■ The word of the Lord.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Jn 10:27 

Alleluia, alleluia!
My sheep listen to my voice, says the Lord;
I know them, and they follow me.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL Lk 12:49-53

A reading from the holy Gospel according 
to Luke.
I have come not to give peace, but discord.

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘I have come to bring 
fire to the earth, and how I wish it were blazing 
already! There is a baptism I must still receive, 
and how great is my distress till it is over! 

 ‘Do you suppose that I am here to bring 
peace on earth? No, I tell you, but rather 
division. For from now on a household of 
five will be divided: three against two and 
two against three; the father divided against 
the son, son against father, mother against 
daughter, daughter against mother, mother-in-
law against daughter-in-law, daughter-in-law 
against mother-in-law.’

 ■ The Gospel of the Lord.

BAPTISMAL COMMITMENT
Over these Sundays we continue to steep 
ourselves in Luke’s journey teaching. Over 
Chapters 9 to 19, Luke offers readers teaching 
about discipleship and fidelity amid the 
struggles that they experience in their Greco-
Roman world. One of them is the struggle 
to live out authentic discipleship as Jesus’ 
followers when the temptation is otherwise. 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus offers this late 
first century audience a sobering reminder. 
Faithful discipleship is not easy. It will come 
at a cost and struggle. It will touch the very 
heart of life. Jesus looks towards his passion. 
This is the ‘baptism’ that he will undergo. But 
the very mention of ‘baptism’ in the Gospel’s 
opening words reminds listeners that their 
baptism connects them to Jesus. They, too, 
will suffer – not because this is God’s intent 
or ‘will’ (which some even today think) – 
but because of the very nature of the life of 
discipleship lived within the particular social 
and cultural context of their world. 

Baptismal commitment does not, then, equal 
tranquillity and a life of ease. These matters 
have already been reflected upon over the last 
few Sundays. For some, the struggle to remain 
true to one’s baptismal commitment will 
affect even core relationships. This is seen in 
the divisions experienced in Luke’s day within 
households. The shocking nature of Jesus’ 
words would be felt by Gospel listeners. The 
family household and its internal relationship 
were the building blocks for a secure society 
with the Greek (and Jewish) world. Baptismal 
fidelity to Jesus will at times be a struggle and 
may even cause family division and conflict.
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